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Welcome to Bear Run Nature Reserve

This 5,000-acre natural area is owned and protected by
the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy.

It lies along the west slope of Laurel Ridge, facing the
spectacular Youghiogheny River gorge. More than 20
miles of trails traverse an area of great natural diversity
— from the beauty and solitude of dense oak and
hemlock forest — to the sparkling-clear waters of Bear
Run and Laurel Run.

A trip to Bear Run Nature Reserve is a rich outdoor
experience in any season of the year. You are welcome
to use the trails for hiking, nature study, photography,
backpack camping, ski touring — or just to be alone for
awhile.

We hope you will enjoy your visit to Bear Run Nature
Reserve. Please help us protect its natural beauty by
leaving everything just as you find it. Pets and motorized
vehicles are not permitted on the reserve. The trail map
inside will serve as your guide.

A Project of the
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
CONSERVANCY

Bear Run Trails

Arbutus Trail 1.5 km (0.9 mi) A pleasant trail through
dense rhododendron thickets, with many interesting
views of Bear Run, a scenic mountain stream. Wild
rhododendron blooms in early July.

Aspen Trail 1.0 km (0.6 mi) An upland connector trail
along old farm fields which are now pine plantations.

Bear Run Trail 3.7 km (2.2 mi) A long trail that climbs
to one of the highest points on the reserve. A woodland
junction of four trails is at one end, and backpack site
No 1 is at the other.

Hemlock Trail 2.7 km (1.6 mi) A steep loop which
crosses Bear Run and passes through a stand of
virgin hemlock.

Kinglet Trail 0.5 km (0.3 mi) A short trail passing
through pine plantations and young woodlands. Can
form a loop with Peninsula Trail.

Laurel Run Trail 3.8 km (2.3 mi) Follows scenic
Laurel Run, a clear, tumbling stream that meanders to
the Youghiogheny River.

Peninsula Trail 4.1 km (2.5 mi) An old farm road for
0.5 mi (great for birding), then drops into the woods
and becomes a steep, rocky trail above the Yough
River gorge. Offers two great views of the river.

Pine - Poetry - Tree - Wagon Trails 1.6 km (1.0 mi)
These short inner loop trails can provide short hikes or
be the gateways to the longer upland trails.

Rhododendron Trail 2.7 km (1.6 mi) Passes through
heavy thickets of rhododendron along the rock ledges
of Beaver Run, then turns and becomes a long trail
going into the uplands.

Ridge Trail 3.8 km (2.3 mi) This old-road trail begins
in the lowland, then passes through various stages of
forest succession on its way to the upper reaches of
the reserve. .

Saddle Trail 0.5 km (0.3 mi.) Short, steep connector
between the two ends of Peninsula Trail. Good spot
for spring wildflowers.

Snow Bunny Trail 1.8 km (1.1 mi) The “Bear Run

Turnpike” — a wide, level, easy trail that is excellent
for a less strenuous hike or for ski touring.

Teaberry Trail 1.2 km (0.7 mi) This rugged, narrow
trail runs through hardwood forest with thick under-
growth. A good shortcut to the uplands.






